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 A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
   ͻ 0ÁÕÌ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 

 

     Well it looks like Spring has finally arrived (but 

keep your fingers crossed). We had a great March 

with our two senior center performances and our 

monthly ceili. The seniors were very grateful to see 

and hear us and it feels so rewarding to be doing 

something for others with our dancing and music. 

The ceili with the Pride of Patuxent Ceili Band 

(Pond Scum) also benefitted from a special 

appearance by the Tanzania Ceili Band who treated 

us to a performance during the  2nd break. 

      If you missed the GWCC Spring Fling Weekend, 

we just returned from a fabulous weekend weather-

wise in Shepherdstown, WV. (There are photos on 

our Facebook page.) In addition to the ceilis and the 

dance workshops, we had some late-night social 

gatherings with music in the pub and some time for 

shopping during the breaks. Dixie Baker again 

organized a group brunch at the Bavarian Inn which 

didn’t disappoint. 
     Looking forward to the Southern Maryland 

Celtic Festival, Dixie already has one practice 

session behind us. Remember, if you’d like to share 

your love of Irish music and dance by reaching out 

to the broader community then you should contact 

Edie or Dixie on the Outreach Committee. You’ll 

really feel good about what you’re doing. 

        Thanks to all those on the committees that made 

these events possible; and don’t forget to mark down 

the Cape May Dance Weekend (17-19 October 2014) 

on your calendars. 

 

SOUTHERN MARYLAND CELTIC 

FESTIVAL – ONE NOT TO MISS!! 
 

April 26, 2014 marks 

the 36th year for the 

oldest Celtic celebration 

in Maryland. Chosen in 

2000 by Congressman 

Steny Hoyer to 

represent Southern 

Maryland in the national 

“Local Legacy” project of the Library of Congress’ 

bicentennial celebration, the Southern Maryland Celtic 

Festival and Highland Gathering highlights the heritage 

of the Breton, Cornish, Irish, Manx, Scots, and Welsh. 

     The festival is scheduled on the last Saturday of 

April every year from 10 AM to 6 PM, rain or shine, on 

the 560-acre Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, 

10515 Mackall Road, St. Leonard, MD 2068. While the 

park will allow pets, it would be less stressful for them 

if you left your furry friends at home. 

     More than 50 clans and societies have information to 

share. Three performing stages offer continuous music 

and dance featuring internationally known recording 

artists and groups. Watch craft and country-dance 

demonstrations and listen to harp, and Scottish fiddling 

while storytellers weave tales alongside historical 

displays, crafts and food. There is a Celtic market place 

for foods and gifts that provide an old world 

atmosphere. All-day competitions include pipers, 

fiddlers, highland dancers, athletes, drummers, pipe 

bands and Celtic Harpers. After closing ceremonies,  

                                                                 Continued on next page.  
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join everyone in the dance pavilion for the evening 

ceili. 

     Two music stages go from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 

featuring local favorite Celtic musicians. Two more 

stages feature Highland Dance competition for 

dancers from as far away as New England, while 

Irish dancers from the local region show their styles 

along with a variety of Celtic dance groups with 

opportunities for audience participation. At the end 

of the day, the music moves into the barn and 

continues until 9 p.m.  

          Bagpipes, highland dancers, Irish lassies 

dancing, fiddling, harps, rugby, an opportunity to 

buy a kilt and a haggis sandwich are just a few of 

many all day long activities available.  Never with-

out the skirl of the bag pipes, Jefferson Patterson 

Park and Museum historic site on the Patuxent River 

is the perfect location to transport you and your 

family into another world for the entire day.  

 

3rd Annual Baltimore Irish 

Trad Music Fest 

May 2nd-4th, 2014 

 

The Third Annual Baltimore Irish Traditional Music 

Festival, directed by nationally-recognized flute 

player Laura Byrne, will take place throughout the 

city of Baltimore from Friday to Sunday, May 2
nd

 

through 4
th

, 2014.  This year’s festival promises to 

build on the solid foundation of the last two years’ 

festivals, which were resounding successes that 

garnered rave reviews and countless compliments 

from participants and observers alike.   

Laura Byrne, a nationally-recognized Irish flute 

player based in Baltimore, who is also the director of 

the Baltimore Irish Arts Center, is looking forward 

to playing host to a number of world-class 

instructors & performers on a variety of instruments, 

including fiddlers Liz Knowles, Patrick Ourceau 

[or'-so], and Rose Conway Flanagan; accordionist 

Billy McComiskey; piper Kieran O’Hare; tin-whistle 

player Kathleen Conneely, and many more.  In 

addition to performing in the faculty concert on 

Saturday night at the Creative Alliance in 

Highlandtown, the musicians will also be sharing 

their talents at teaching workshops earlier that day, 

taking place at Baltimore City College on The 

Alameda.  Throughout the weekend, there will be a 

generous offering of music sessions, showcases, and 

a ceili (kay’-lee) dance at Saint John’s, 2640 Saint  

Paul Street, on Sunday afternoon, featuring the Old Bay 

Ceili Band. 

 
Old Bay Ceili Band 

 

     Venues throughout the city of Baltimore will be 

participating in this exciting event, including Liam 

Flynn’s Ale House in Station North, the James Joyce 

Irish Pub in Harbor East, and Ryan’s Daughter Irish 

Pub in Belvedere Square.  For one weekend this May, 

every corner of the city of Baltimore will reverberate 

with the wonderful sounds of Irish music and dance.  

 

2014 Baltimore Irish Trad Fest Schedule of Events: 

Friday, May 2: 
 Welcome Session 9pm-late 

Liam Flynn’s Ale House 

12 W North Avenue 

Saturday, May 3:  
 Music Workshops 10am-3pm 

(registration required) 

Baltimore City College High School, 3220 The 

Alameda 

 Sessions 3:30pm 

(Location TBD) 

 Faculty Concert 8pm (post-concert session in 

the lounge) 
Creative Alliance, 3134 Eastern Avenue 

Sunday May 4: 
 Brunch Session 11am-1pm 

James Joyce, 616 S. President Street 

 Dance workshops 12:15-1:45pm 

Saint John’s, 2640 Saint Paul Street 

 Ceili w/ Old Bay Ceili Band 2-5pm  

Saint John’s, 2640 Saint Paul Street. 

 Farewell Session 5pm-late 

Ryan’s Daughter, 600 E Belvedere Avenue 

 

For more information, please visit the Baltimore Irish 

Arts website at www.baltimoreirisharts.com.   

 

 

http://www.baltimoreirisharts.com/
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   DANCE NOTES 
   ~ Edie O’Donnell, Ken Rehbehn - Photos 

 

 

 

     We always get a chance to perform around Saint 

Patrick’s Day at senior residences in the area.  This 

year we had two performances.  The first was our 

regular event at Victory Terrace in Potomac.  We’re 

greeted like old friends by the residents here, and 

they are always very happy to see us come dance 

and play for them.  

  

 
Dancing for residents at Victory Terrace in Potomac 

 

     This year, we also had a new venue, Friendship 

Terrace, in DC.  They have a lovely, spacious area 

for our performance, and quite a few of the residents 

got up and tried a waltz with us.  We had a good 

crowd, despite being scheduled against “movie 

night!”  We’re looking forward to visiting both 

residences again in 2015. 

   Finally, on Sunday, March 23
rd

, the GWCC 

monthly ceili was held at Cherry Hill Park.  Over 50 

dancers were in attendance.  The workshop dance 

was the Kilfenora Plain Set, taught by Tom Scullen.  

Another plain set to add to our growing repertoire.   

 

 
Pond Scum Ceili Band  

The band this month was Pond Scum, making their 

annual March appearance at the GWCC ceili, and the 

band really came out to play!  Lively tunes kept the 

dancers stepping all evening. 

     The first set of dances included the Clare Lancers’ 

Set, the Kilfenora Plain Set and the Siege of Carrick.  

The pot luck tables were crammed with goodies, which 

were enjoyed during the first break.      

     The second set of dances started with the Paris Set, 

and continued with the Ardgroom Polka Set and the 

Six-Hand Fairy Reel.  Mike Keveny won the 50/50 this 

month.  

     We had a special treat during the second break.  The 

Tanzania Ceili Band came to play for us and talk about 

their efforts to improve life in a community in 

Tanzania.  Pond Scum invited them to join us for the 

final set of dances, and we ended the evening with the 

Antrim Square Set, a waltz, and the Mazurka Set.   

 
Tanzania Ceili Band 

 

     Get ready for our next ceili at Cherry Hill on April 

27
th

.  See the flyer in this newsletter for details. 

 

Set of the Month 
    The dance for the April ceili is the Rinkinstown Set. 

This new set was composed by Mairéad Devan and 

Sheila & John McEvoy in 2012 and is named after a 

town close to Termonfeckin, County Louth.  

The set was taught by Padraig & Roisin at Cape May in 

2012.  Dick de Freyre will be teaching the Rinkinstown 

Set at the April ceili.  Notes are on pages 9 and 10.  

  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY FOR CAPE 

MAY DANCE WEEKEND AT REHOBOTH 

BEACH, DELAWARE.  OCTOBER 17 – 19, 2014 

AT THE ATLANTIC SANDS HOTEL & 

CONFERENCE CENTER.  REGISTRATION 

FORM ON PAGE 11. 

. 
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LOCAL SEISIUNS AROUND TOWN 
 

Limerick Pub 
11301 Elkin Street, Wheaton, MD 

Trad Irish Seisiun Sunday 5 – 8 pm &  

Wednesdays 8 – 11 pm 

Info: http://www.thelimerickpub.net 
 

McGinty’s Publick House, Silver Spring  

911 Ellsworth Ave, Silver Spring, MD 

Kids’ Seisiun with Mitch Fanning, 2nd Sunday  

info: 301-587-1270, jmitchellf@yahoo.com 

Adults’ Tuesdays, 8:00, Dennis Botzer &  

C.B. Heinemann 

Info: doginbush@yahoo.com 
 

Auld Shebeen Pub 
North Street  & Rte 123, Fairfax, VA 

Saturdays, 12-2:00, kids once a month 11:00 

Info: 703-293-9600, Kids’  

info: http://www.novasession.org 

 

Nanny O’Brien’s Irish Pub 
3319 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington, DC 

Mondays, 9 pm, Info: 202-686-9189 

 

Ryan’s Daughter Irish Pub 
600 East Belvedere Avenue, Baltimore, MD,  

Sundays, 5-8 pm   

w/ Laura Byrne, Pat Egan, Julia Fitzgerald 

Info: 410-464-1000 
 

O’Lordan’s Irish Pub 
14 Liberty St., Westminster, MD 21157 

Open Irish traditional session  

Every other Wednesday (9 Sep), 8 pm 

Info: 410-876-0000 
 

P. Brennan’s Irish Pub 
2910 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204 

Sundays 12 noon – 3 pm 

Sunday Brunch Irish Session w/ Piano! 

Info: 703-553-1090 

 

Daniel O’Connell’s Pub 
112 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314 

 Mondays 8:00 pm  

Brian Gaffney & Brendan Mulvihill lead the session  
 

Boe’s Strings, 26 South Market St, Frederick, MD 

Thursdays, 7-8:30 pm 

Info: 301-662-0750, www.boesstrings.com 
 

 

MORE LOCAL SEISIUNS AROUND TOWN 
 

Liam Flynn’s Ale House 
222 W North Avenue, Baltimore, MD 

Wednesdays. 7:30 - !0:30 pm 

Info: http://pintsizedpub.com, 410-244-8447 
 

Magoo's Irish Pub 

1
st
, 3rd & 5th Thursdays, 9-10 pm 

1-A West Second Street, Frederick, MD 21701 

Info:  swithers@usa.com 
 

Harrington's Pub & Kitchen 
Sundays 7-9:30pm  

177 Fleet Street, National Harbor, MD 20745 

With Kenny & Teri Wolin 

Info: www.HarringtonsPubandKitchen.com 
 

Finnegan’s Irish Bar 
2310 Woodland Crossing Dr, Unit E/F 

Herndon, VA 2017 

Trad Irish Seisiun, Tuesdays, 7:30 – 9:30 pm 

Alan Carrick, 202-294-8956  

http://www.finnegansirishbar.com/Herndon/home.html 

 

MONTHLY CEILIS 

Note: ceili in bold is GWCC 

 

Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE) Ceili 
Second Saturdays  

Class at 7 pm, Ceili 7:30 – 11pm 

Live music by the Bog Wanders Ceili Band 

All dances called by Marilyn Moore 

Frying Pan Farm Park, 2709 West Ox Road 

Herndon, VA 20171 

Family friendly – ceili, set and two-hand dances 

Info:  www.ccepotomac.org  

 

Emerald Isle Club Ceili  
First Saturday, 7-11 pm 

Live music w/Peter Fitzgerald& J. Patrick’s All-Stars 

All dances called by Marilyn Moore. 

American Legion Post 183 Hall  

2301 Putty Hill Ave, Parkville, MD 21234 

Family friendly – ceili, set and two-hand dances 

Info:  www.emeraldisleclub.com  

 

Liam Flynn’s Ale House 

Second Sunday Ceili, 3-6 pm 

22 W. North Avenue, Baltimore, MD 

Info: (410)244-8447 

 

http://www.thelimerickpub.net/
mailto:jmitchellf@yahoo.com
mailto:doginbush@yahoo.com
http://www.novasession.org/
http://www.boesstrings.com/
http://pintsizedpub.com/
mailto:swithers@usa.com
http://www.harringtonspubandkitchen.com/
http://www.finnegansirishbar.com/Herndon/home.html
http://www.ccepotomac.org/
http://www.emeraldisleclub.com/
tel:%28410%29244-8447
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MONTHLY CEILIS  

Note: ceili in bold is GWCC 

 

GWCC Ceili at Cherry Hill 

Fourth Sunday, 5-9 pm  

Cherry Hill Park Convention Center 

9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD 

Set workshop starts at 4pm 

Live music &  Potluck supper 

Sets and few Ceili dances - some dances called 

Info: 301-512-4480,  doulg.ilg@verizon.net   

 

WEEKLY DANCE CLASSES 

Note: class in bold is GWCC 
[Check with Instructor/School for exact class dates.] 

 
Mondays  

Ceili, set and 2 hand dance, 7:30 – 8:30 pm 

1
st
 and St. Stephen’s Church, 6815 York Road, 

Baltimore, MD (at York  & Regester Road) 

Instructor: Marilyn Moore 

Ages 8 – adults welcome 

Info: Marcia Ferguson, marciaferg@comcast.net 

 

Tuesdays 

Ring of Kerry Irish Dancers 

Ceili and set dancing classes 

7:00 Beginners; 8:15 Experienced 

Ridgeview Middle School 

16600 Raven Rock Road, Gaithersburg MD 20878 

Instructor: Marilyn Moore 

Ages 8 - adult 

Info: ringofkerrydancers.org, 301.253.4263  

         or jtmwoods@gmail.com 

Tuesdays  

Ceili and set Dancing, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 

Fairfax City Department of Recreation 

Green Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn Road, Fairfax,  

Instructor: Hugh Conway 

Info:  ceiliset@yahoo.com, 703-273-6869 

 

Wednesdays  

Set Dancing Classes 7:30 – 9:00 pm 

St. Mary’s County, MD 

Instructor:  Diane Clark 

Info:  301-475-3542, cdpclark@md.metrocast.net 

 

MORE WEEKLY DANCE CLASSES 
Note: class in bold is GWCC 

[Check with Instructor/School for exact class dates.]  

Wednesdays 

7:00 – 8:30 pm, William Talley Recreation Center 

121 North Bentz Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Registration:  City of Frederick Parks and Recreation 

Department, William Talley Recreation Center, 121 

North Bentz Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Instructor: Marilyn Moore 

Info: marimoor@verizon.net, 703-283-9776) 

Thursdays 

Set dancing 7:00 basics, 8:00 advanced 

GWCC Adult Irish Dance Class  

Instructor: Paul O’Donnell  

Argyle Park Recreation Center 

1030 Forest Glen Road, Silver Spring, MD 20901 

Info: 301-649-5419, www.gwcc-online.org  

Mini-ceili with live music on third Thursdays 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Note: events in bold are GWCC 

Apr 26, Saturday, 10 am – 5 pm 

35th Annual Celtic Festival of Southern MD 

Jefferson Patterson Park, Prince Frederick, MD 

Info:  www.Cssm.org.  

 

Apr 27, Sunday,  5 – 9 pm 

GWCC Ceili, Cherry Hill Park Convention 

Center, 9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD  

Set workshop starts at 4pm 

Info: http://www.gwcc-online.org/ or  301-

512-4480 
 

May 2-4. Fri-Sun, 3rd Annual Baltimore Irish Trad 

Festival 

Friday evening welcome session at Liam Flynn’s – 9 

pm 

Sat music & dance workshops, classes, sessions; 

9:30am 

Baltimore City College, 3220 The Alameda, 

Baltimore, MD 21218 

Sunday Ceili w/ The Old Bay Ceili Band, 2-5 pm 

(workshop at 12:45) 

St. John’s United Methodist Church, 2640 St. Paul St., 

Baltimore  MD 

Info: www.baltimoreirisharts.com.  

mailto:doulg.ilg@verizon.net
mailto:marciaferg@comcast.net
http://ringofkerrydancers.org/
tel:301.253.4263
mailto:jtmwoods@gmail.com
mailto:ceiliset@yahoo.com
mailto:cpdclark@md.metrocast.net
mailto:marimoor@verizon.net
http://www.gwcc-online.org/
http://www.cssm.org/
http://www.gwcc-online.org/
mailto:doug.ilg@verizon.net
mailto:doug.ilg@verizon.net
http://www.baltimoreirisharts.com/
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 

Note: events in bold are GWCC 

 

May 3, Saturday 7 – 11 pm 

Emerald Isle Club Ceili (Class during the break) 

2301 Putty Hill Avenue, Parkville, MD  21234 

Info: www.emeraldisleclub.com. 

 

May 10, Sunday, 9am – 6 pm 

Frederick Celtic Festival 

1003 Twin Arch Road, Mt. Airy, MD 

Info: www.frederickcelticfestival.com. 

 

May 10, Saturday, 7:30 pm, Workshop at 7 pm 

CCE May Ceili, Frying Pan Farm Park 

2709 West Ox Rd., Herndon, VA 20171  

Marilyn Moore + Bog Wanderers Ceili Band 

Info:  www.ccepotomac.org 

 

May 11, Sunday,  5 – 9 pm 

GWCC Ceili, Cherry Hill Convention Center 

9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD 

Set workshop starts at 4pm 

Info: http://www.gwcc-online.org/ or  301-

512-4480 

 

May 31- Jun 1, Saturday/Sunday, Noon to 7pm  

The 34th Annual Washington Folk Festival- 

Free, Rain or Shine 

Glen Echo Park, Glen Echo. MD  

Info:  www.fsgw.org. 

 

Jul 7-11- Monday-Friday, CCE Musical Arts and 

Dance (MAD) Week 

Classes in traditional Irish  music and dance  

Cedar Lane Unitarian Church, Bethesda, 

Maryland 

Info:  http://www.ccepotomac.org 

 

 

 

 

GWCC Officers and Board of Directors 

Officers: 

Paul O’Donnell President 

Bridget Curran Vice-President 

Susan Krische Treasurer  

Don Kaliher Secretary 

Board Members: 

Dixie Baker 

Doug Ilg 

  Dick de Freyre  

  Don Kaliher 

Emmett Murphy   Edie O’Donnell 

Molly.Rehbehn 

Tom Scullen 

  Mimi Reilly  

  Steve Stewart 

Jane Twomey   Patrick Twomey 

Michelle Yam  

  

Committees (Chair): 

Ceili (Doug Ilg) 

Membership (Bridget Curran) 

Outreach (Edie O’Donnell and Dixie Baker) 

Newsletter (Don Kaliher) 

Scholarship (Paul O’Donnell) 

Cape May (Linda Fitzpatrick) 

Spring Fling (Dixie Baker) 

Publicity (Molly Rehbehn) 

Elections (Edie O’Donnell) 

 

 

http://www.emeraldisleclub.com/
http://www.frederickcelticfestival.com/
http://www.ccepotomac.org/
http://www.gwcc-online.org/
mailto:doug.ilg@verizon.net
mailto:doug.ilg@verizon.net
http://www.fsgw.org/
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The Greater Washington Ceili Club 

presents 

Irish Dance Classes for Adults 

Spring Session 
Thursday Nights 

January 9 Í May 15
th
, 2014 

at 
 

Argyle Park Recreation Building  

1030 Forest Glen Road  

Silver Spring, MD 20901  

 

7:00-8:00pm  
Basic dances & footwork  

 

8:00-9:30pm 
Advanced dances 

 
 

14 weekly classes for one $30 donation 
(Plus a mini-ceili with live music on the 3rd Thursday of each month) 

 

For information call Paul O'Donnell at 301-649-6410 
or visit the GWCC website: www.gwcc-online.org 
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Join the club!  
 
Get our monthly newsletter and save on monthly ceilis, all for just $15 per person.  

To sign up or renew today, send this membership form and your check (made to GWCC)  

to GWCC, P.O. Box 1703, Silver Spring, MD 20915-1703 

 
Name       
 
Address           
 
Email         
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater Washington Ceili Club 

P.O. Box 1703 

Silver Spring, MD 20915-1703 

 

 

 

 


